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B Hanafy: To Join the 4th Agricultural Revolution by Developing Digital Innovation Technologies

The Secretary General of the Union of Arab Chambers, Dr.
Khaled Hanafy, affirmed that “the main key to sustainable
food security is the partnership between the public and private
sectors,” noting that “many Arab chambers have modified their
activities to respond to the challenges of the pandemic, and are
supporting the initiatives of their countries and digitizing their
services, organizing workshops remotely, and providing new
services, especially for small and medium enterprises."
Hanafy's words came during his participation in the Arab
Agriculture Day held this year under the title: “Rural prosperity
is a necessity to achieve food security in the Arab region in light
of the Corona pandemic,” organized by the Arab Organization
for Agricultural Development.

Hanafy explained that the Union of Arab Chambers had from
the beginning the issue of the repercussions of the "Covid-19"
virus of special importance, whether by communicating with
the main global importing countries of food commodities, or by
actively participating in the Arab food safety team, or issuing
proactive, forward-looking and advisory studies and research."
"The world, and with it the Arab world, survived a severe food

crisis that was possible due to the repercussions of the Covid-19
virus, although prices have witnessed a local increase due to the
hysterical demand for food purchases in the first period of the
pandemic, but there is a living crisis that calls for great concern."
He also pointed out that "the Arab countries have strengthened
their strategic stocks, which range from 3 to 12 months,"
explaining that "all Arab countries are net importers of food, and
any rise in prices could cause a social earthquake, as happened
at the beginning of the current decade," stressing that "the Arab
region spends about $110 billion on food imports, equivalent
to approximately 4% of GDP, as well as a large technical gap
and the predominance of traditional systems in agriculture and
manufacturing, as well as weak investment in agriculture, where
the share of agricultural projects is less than 5% of the total
Sectoral investments."

Hanafy added that, "the gap of basic food commodities is
estimated at about $32 billion, most of which is concentrated
in cereal crops (especially wheat), which constitute about 50%
of the gap, followed by vegetable oil and sugar crops. On a
different side, the waste in food is very high, reaching about



the third of the available commodities and food products, which
means a loss of about 60 billion dollars annually. We also have
a fundamental problem in wasting water despite its scarcity, as
most of the waste goes to agriculture, which consumes more than
85% of the available fresh water."

UAC’s SG considered that "the current trends of agricultural and
rural systems cannot continue, and this will exacerbate problems
and challenges related to food security and the degradation of
already scarce natural resources. To that end, we have to join
the fourth agricultural revolution, and the development and
adoption of digital innovation technologies, and the promotion
of investment in them."

He also believes that “digital agriculture is not only limited to
improving agricultural practices and rural livelihood, but is also
linked to the value chains of the entire agri-food system, from the
supply of inputs, to crop production, distribution, processing and
sales, all the way to improving the end-consumer service. It also
includes digital solutions based on communication networks and
mobile applications, remote sensing, big data and cloud analysis,
artificial intelligence applications, the Internet of things, robots,
drones, smart automation, and many more.

Hanafy stressed "the importance of digitizing knowledge in the
field of agricultural extension, given that it is the first decisive
step to launch the wheel of transformation and development in the
countryside," affirming that "the importance of maintaining free
trade and avoiding protection measures, as there is no country
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in the world that can produce all the food it needs," therefore,
interdependence and diversity remains the most reliable and
most effective guarantee of food security."

Source (Union of Arab Chambers)
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B Chairman of Qatar Chamber Praises the Launch of the "COVID-19 Private Sector Global Facility"

The International Chamber of Commerce (ICC), the United
Nations Development Program and the United Nations Global
Compact have launched the "COVID-19 Private Sector Global
Facility", which is a global initiative that aims to strengthen
cooperation between the public and private sectors to help local
communities recover better from the epidemic.

Commenting on the initiative, Sheikh Khalifa bin Jassim Al-
Thani, the Chairman of Qatar Chamber and President of ICC
(Qatar) indicated that “the inauguration of the COVID-19
Private Sector Global Facility is an important step for engaging
the private sector in the global efforts made to fight this epidemic
and reducing its effects on the global economy," noting that
"this facility aims to strengthen cooperation between United
Nations organizations and the public and private sectors in

countries to help their local communities recover better from the
epidemic, stressing that it will also help companies to mitigate
the repercussions of this virus on business."

For his part, Achim Steiner, the Director of the UNDP, explained
that "solidarity for a better recovery can enhance collective
efforts not only to deal with the crisis but to overcome it",
pointing out that the impact of the United Nations Development
Program affects 170 countries, in addition to the United Nations
Global Compact includes more than 10,000 companies and 68
local networks around the world, in addition to the International
Chamber of Commerce that includes more than 45 million
companies, which would contribute to maximizing collective
capabilities and capabilities.

Source (Qatar News Agency, Edited)
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B President of Oman Chamber: We Will Continue our Efforts to Serve the Private Sector

The BOD of Oman Chamber of Commerce and Industry,
which convened under the chairmanship of the Chairman of the
Council, Eng. Redha bin Juma Al Saleh, and in the presence
of the members, discussed the date of the Chamber’s General
Assembly meeting, during which it was agreed to set a date for
the next Sunday, October 18.

During the meeting, it was emphasized to continue and strengthen
efforts to advance the service of the private sector and raise its
contribution to the national product. In its meeting, the Council
approved the extension of the decision to exempt renewal fees
for expiring companies for an additional 3 months, until the
end of this year, which comes from the Chamber’s concern and
its observance of the current conditions that the private sector
is going through due to the outbreak of the new Coronavirus
(Covid-19), as the decision stipulated that the collection of fees
should be for only one year of total years of delay, plus renewal
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B Qatar Achieves a Trade Surplus of 10.7%

Qatar achieved a trade surplus of 6.9 billion riyals (1.89 billion
dollars) last August, representing a monthly increase of 10.7%
over the previous month.

According to the Planning and Statistics Authority, the value
of Qatari exports amounted to 14 billion riyals last month, an
increase of 3.3 percent compared to July of this year. While the
value of merchandise imports amounted to about 7.1 billion
riyals, a decrease of 3 percent on a monthly basis. China ranked
first in Qatar's exports with a value of 2.6 billion riyals, or 18.2
percent of total exports, followed by Japan by 2.2 billion riyals,
or 15.8 percent, then India by 13.7 percent and 1.9 billion riyals.

for the current year.

The meeting discussed a number of private sector issues of
economic concern, which are represented in the issue of the lack
of liquidity and the challenges that this issue causes, and what
are the solutions presented at the present time, as well as the
challenges facing the private sector that have to do with the labor
market, which will be submitted to the competent authorities. The
Council also discussed the challenges and needs of the private
sector, which are monitored during field visits organized by the
Council in the governorates, which aim in their entirety to revive
the private sector in the governorates by finding appropriate
solutions in cooperation and coordination with government and
private agencies in a manner commensurate with the nature of
each governorate.

Source (Oman Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Edited)

Aigll ,6 10.7 Lylai Lails §éaijhd W

D JL) @bk 6.9 Lk Lylas Uil s i
| cealdl (L) el DS (Y90 ke 1. 89)
8l e 10.7% Lo canly dygd 50l L_S\

e il
e Caly 3 celianly Lubadill Slea oy
D Leal Jby bl 14 Lplall clball
a3l 2l 8 3.3 an g il gl ¢ ald)
O ol aldl e (G9a) sdsr el pe
WJ ahlde 7.1 sas Zpalodl cilylgll e il
daiall J53 Blaa Guall cilinly L gyed el e L 33 (mleaily
G Bl 3 18.2 Jala Ly 51 <0y Jlle 2.6 Ay ki cpobeal &l
i) b 15.8 Laing by Dl 2.2 saiy gl e ccpaliall s

The group of “regular aircraft parts or helicopters” came on
top of the list of commodity imports, followed by a group of
“electrical telephone equipment, including network transmitters
and parts thereof,” then a group of “cars and other automobile
vehicles designed mainly to transport people.” The United States
of America topped the list of countries of origin for Qatar’s
imports of 1.6 billion riyals, or 22.5 percent of the total value of
merchandise imports, then China with 900 million riyals or 13.2
percent, followed by India with 5.7 percent and a value of 400
million riyals.

Source (Al-Araby Al-Jadeed Newspaper, Edited)



